which occupy three-quarters of Manhattan's residential space, the
Jew and the Spaniard, the Italian and the Irishman, are pulling the
grey sheets over their heads, delaying the encounter with the reality
of another day.
It is after eight o'clock. The subways are crowded with people
hanging on to straps as they read their morning papers undeterred
by the violent rocking of the trains. These hurtle through the under-
ground tubes which disgorge their population at Times Square, at
Chambers and Wall Street. Manhattan, with its canyoned streets,
its subways tunnelling the ground, and its elevated trains above the
ground, is a gigantic ant-hill, through which daily passes a ceaseless
traffic of human freight. Transportation facilities to and from this
metropolis include over three hundred motor-truck lines, and ten
great trunk-line railroads. Access by water is provided by two
hundred and eighty-five miles of developed water-frontage, including
eighteen hundred piers, wharves and bulk-heads.
Statistics vary, increase with the years. To-day New York City
has almost eight million people, crowded into an area of three
hundred and twenty-three square miles. The population splits itself
into seven million white people, half a million negroes, and nineteen
or twenty thousand Indians, Chinese, Japanese, Eskimos, Polynesians,
el aL In Manhattan alone, the people use five hundred and forty-five
million gallons of water every twenty-four hours. In the course of
a year, they consume almost three billion kilowatt-hours of electricity
and twenty-one billion cubic feet of gas. A million telephones are
in operation each day. On this island, twelve miles long and two
miles wide, and in its surrounding boroughs, Brooklyn, Bronx,
Queens, Richmond, there are each year sixteen births for every
thousand of the population, half as many marriages as births, and
one per cent of the population dies off. Over two hundred people
are murdered yearly, twelve thousand felonies are committed, and
the total of crimes, including driving through a red light, approaches
half a million. To offset criminality, fifteen thousand men on the
police force cost the city upwards of seventy million dollars
yearly.
New York's import business every year runs to two billion dollars
and its exports to one billion. Domestic water-borne commerce
exceeds five billion dollars. A quarter of a million people visit the
[2]